 City of Richland
Minutes of Regular City Council Meeting
April 10, 2023

The Richland City Council met on Monday April 10,2023, in regular session.  Mayor Hoekstra called the meeting to order at 7:03pm.  Council members Alisa Tolle, Michael T. Hadley, Kathy Brower, David Balster, and Brei Beam were present. Also present: City Clerk Susan Carroll, Public Works Supervisor Garrett Webb, Keokuk Co. Sheriff Casey Hinnah, Peyton Greiner, Andy Nelson, and Jacsen and Samantha Agan.
   
Brower moved and Beam 2nd to approve the agenda: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Brower moved and Balster 2nd to approve the minutes of the March 13th council meeting: 5 ayes, motion carried. 

Tolle moved and Brower 2nd to approve payment of the claims: 5 ayes, motion carried.

PUBLIC WORKS/MAINTENANCE REPORTS
Water/Wastewater affidavit operator Jason Rebling was absent. Public Works Supervisor Garrett Webb reported the sale of the 2004 Ford pickup for $2850 through Greiner Auction’s online Spring Auction. He also told the council that he has begun water certification classes through Kirkwood Community College.   

PUBLIC FORUM FOR CITIZEN COMMENTS--No action to be taken:
There were no citizen comments.

Keokuk Co. Sheriff Casey Hinnah met with the council to discuss possible revisions to the 28E Law Enforcement agreement. Issues brought up included the costs involved for both the city and county law enforcement, having regular law enforcement presence in town, and reports provided to the city. It was mutually agreed to have the council come up with options to include in a new 28E agreement that could be discussed with the sheriff’s department.

Peyton Greiner presented plans to the council for his new facility, Greiner Meat and Grocery. The plans are for a facility that will be approximately 14,000 sq ft and include a retail sales area, offices, and processing area. Payton has been in contact with the city regarding infrastructure needs. The mayor estimated the costs of the infrastructure investment could be approximately $10,000 to $15,000. Brower moved and Beam 2nd to approve the building permit, with variances to be determined: 5 ayes, motion carried. Brower moved and Balster 2nd to approve the sewer tap permit: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Jacsen Agan presented his plans for their new facility to be built on the south side of the city square. The plans are for the building size to be approximately 50 ft x 100 ft and contain multiple offices, along with space for a construction business. Tolle moved and Beam 2nd to approve the building permit: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Tolle moved and Balster 2nd to approve a sewer tapping permit for 104 S. Washington St: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Beam moved and Brower 2nd to approve a fence permit for 306 S. Oak St: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Andy Nelson talked to the council about the alleyway and city property behind his home at 301 W. North St. No action was taken.

Tolle moved and Brower 2nd to approve Resolution 04-12-23 Approval and Adoption of the Richland City Budget for FYE2024: 5 ayes, resolution approved.

Balster moved and Beam 2nd to override the mayor’s veto of the purchase of three lighted stop signs: 
Roll Call vote: 2 ayes, 3 nays (Tolle, Hadley, Brower)—motion failed.

The council reviewed the proposal from LL Pelling Co. for annual city road repairs. There was consensus among council members that they wanted to free up more money for cement repair work that is needed on Oak St. Tolle moved and Brower 2nd to approve $25,000 for street repair work by LL Pelling: 5 ayes, motion carried. LL Pelling will be contacted to work up an adjusted proposal.

Brower moved and Beam 2nd to approve gutter repairs on the city garbage building: 5 ayes, motion carried.

The mayor reviewed pending future infrastructure expansion costs, including the work at Greiner Meat and Grocery. The discussion with the council included how to handle items such as valve placement at strategic areas during the infrastructure work.

There was discussion about the condition of the property located at 301 S. Walnut St. The mayor talked about options in obtaining the property pursuant to Iowa Code 657A regarding abandoned/unsafe buildings. Tolle moved and Beam 2nd to have the city clerk contact the city attorney to begin the legal process of acquisition of the property under Iowa Code 657A: Roll Call vote—5 ayes, motion carried.

The mayor discussed the condition of the building located on the northwest corner of the square.  The estate of the owner is willing to turn the building over to the city. The mayor talked about the grant money that’s available for asbestos testing and removal, as well as competitive selection grants to help cover demolition costs. The council talked about the serious deterioration of the structure that will require intervention and abatement by the city soon. Balster moved and Tolle 2nd to proceed with asbestos testing and removal: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Tolle moved and Balster 2nd to approve the annual City Cleanup on Friday, May 5th from 5pm-8pm and Saturday, May 6th from 8am-noon: 5 ayes, motion carried.

Mayor Hoekstra adjourned the meeting at 8:48 pm.






______________________________			ATTEST: _______________________
        Mayor Thomas A Hoekstra					    City Clerk Susan Carroll
